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Introduction 
 
There are times in life when forks are thrown into our roads. What we used to see as a straight 
path set before us now turns into a multi-direction choice. One way is taped off with caution 
tape, another lane might have a detour sign in front of it, and the one remaining road takes us in 
the opposite direction of where we wanted to go. Sometimes it can feel as if we are being forced 
into a predicament we do not want. But what if this new path set before us was engineered for 
our very benefit? What if each twist, turn, ditch, valley, plateau, detour sign, or rock was placed 
perfectly and lovingly by the One who knows you like no other ever will, to bring about an even 
better plan than the one you had drawn up? 
 
In this week’s study, we are introduced to a woman named Lydia. She was originally from a 
town very far from the place we find her to be in this portion of Scripture. What brought her to 
this Macedonian city? Was it a choice she made or was she forced to find a new place to reside? 
Maybe she was just on a business trip or came into town to visit friends? Whatever the reason 
(we aren’t told in Scripture), by the grace and providence of God, Lydia is exactly where God 
wanted her to be, primed and ready for the new work He had planned for her. 
 
Study and Personal Questions 
 
Read Acts 16:9-15 
 
Though this is such a small portion of Scripture, it is overflowing with some very important 
biblical principles. Before we dive in to the person of Lydia, we first need to study the 
providential events orchestrated by the Lord that brought about Paul and Lydia’s meeting, which 
resulted in her giving her life to Christ.  
 
1. Read Acts 16:6-8. Where had Paul been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word? 

 
  
 

2. Looking at verse 9, what was the vision that appeared to Paul in the night? 
 

 
 
3. What was Paul’s response to the vision? 

 
  
 
4. Using the dictionary, define the word immediately. 
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Paul was actively trying to preach the gospel to different parts of the eastern world, but the Lord 
would not permit it. God had different plans in mind, and when He shared His plans with Paul, 
Paul acted upon those plans without delay. Sometimes the Lord will give us a vision of 
something He would have us do. Though we may not be able to accomplish the task right away, 
we would be wise to follow Paul’s example and, with urgency, begin the endeavor.   
 
5. Personal: Describe a vision or desire you know was given to you from the Lord. Write down 

two steps you can practically take this week to start working towards that goal. If you are 
thinking, “I have no vision or a specific desire given to me from the Lord,” please take this 
time to write out a prayer asking Him for one.   

 
 
 
 
 
6. Read Acts 16:11-12. Where did Paul and the other disciples finally end up?  
 
 
 

 
7. Looking at Verse 13, what day of the week was it? Where did Paul go and why? 

 
 
 
 
8. Who did they begin speaking with there? 
 
 
 
Philippi (the city which is known today as Kavalla, Greece) was a prosperous Roman colony, 
which meant the citizens of the city were also citizens of Rome itself. Many retired legionnaires 
(which would be the modern-day term for soldier) of the Roman army settled here, but very few 
Jews.   
 
In Acts 16:13, Paul went out to the riverside because he supposed there would be a place of 
prayer. There was no synagogue in Philippi, so the Jews would customarily meet for prayer 
outdoors near running water, in this case, at the banks of the Gangites River. 
 
9. In Acts 16:14 we are introduced to the woman named Lydia. What four details are we given 

about Lydia in the first part of this verse? 
 

 
 
 
For the remainder of this lesson, we will study these four details and examine the results that 
occurred from this God-ordained encounter.  
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Lydia was from the city of Thyatira and was a seller of purple fabric. 
 
Thyatira was in the Roman province of Asia. This is the area we know today as western Turkey. 
Thyatira was widely known for its trade in expensive purple cloth and Lydia was a seller of this 
luxurious purple fabric. 
 
10. For review, looking back to Acts 16:6, where did the Holy Spirit forbid Paul to go? 
 
 
 
I find it ironic that here we find Paul in this Macedonian, Grecian city of Philippi, 
communicating the gospel to an Asian woman! A woman who was originally from the country 
the Holy Spirit forbids Paul to enter.   
 
11. Look up and record the biblical definition of providence. 
 
 
 
Personal: After reading that definition, do you believe there is such thing as luck? Why or why 
not? Support your answer with Scripture. 
 
 
 
 
Lydia was a worshiper of God. 
 
12. Using the NASB version, look up the following verses and record the descriptive term used 

for the listed people. 
 

Acts 13:43 (proselytes) -  
 
Acts 13:50 (women) - 

 
Acts 17:17 (Gentiles) - 

 
In all of the prior verses, the descriptive words used are from the Greek word sebo meaning 
“worshiper.” It is the same word used in Acts 16:14 to describe Lydia as a worshiper. Lydia was 
a Gentile who believed in the true God. She was “God-fearing,” but she did not yet have a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.   
 
13. Read Matthew 7:21-23.  What does verse 21 tell us?    
 
 
 
14. Read and record John 14:6.   
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Personal: It is one thing to believe there is one true God. It is quite another to believe and accept 
the sacrificial gift of His Son. Have you made the decision to give your life fully to Christ? If 
not, here are some other verses that will help lead you in that confession of faith: Romans 3:10-
12, 23; Romans 6:23; Romans 5:8; Romans 10:9-10, 13. If you have accepted Christ as your 
Savior, take this time to pray for someone you know who has not surrendered their life to Him. 
 
Though Lydia was not yet a Christ-follower, we do find her seeking and placing herself in a 
position to hear the Word. She worshiped with the knowledge that she had.  
 
Lydia was listening. 
 
The word listening in Acts 16:14 means to attend to or to consider what is being said.  
 
15. This same word was used in the following verses. Look them up and record the context in 

which they were used. 
 

Luke 10:39 - 
 
 
John 4:42 -   
 
 
Matthew 10:14 -  

 
 

Personal: How are you purposefully placing yourself in a position to hear the Word of God? 
 
 
 
16. At the end of Acts 16:14, what did the Lord do? 
 
 
 
Lydia’s conversion was not attributed to Paul or anyone else. It was the moving of the Lord upon 
her heart. Did Paul’s obedience play a part in the salvation work of Lydia? Absolutely. Did 
Lydia’s seeking and willingness to listen play a part in the condition of her heart as she received 
the Word? Absolutely. But it was solely the Lord who opened her heart to be able to understand 
and respond to the Word. 
 
17. What do the following verses tell us about the working of the Lord upon the hearts and minds 

of people? 
 
Luke 24:45 -   
 
 
Luke 24:32 - 
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1 John 5:20 - 
 
 
18. What was Lydia’s first response of action according to Acts 16:15? 
 
 
 
The first outward evidence of her opened heart was obedience. Mark 16:15,16 tells us, “And He 
said to them,‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and 
is baptized will be saved.’” And her obedience immediately bore fruit, as we are told at the 
beginning of verse 15 that Lydia and her household had been baptized.   
 
19. What then did Lydia urge the disciples to do? 
 
 
 
20. Using the dictionary, define the word faithful. 
 
 
 
21. What do you think Lydia meant when she said to the disciples, “If you judge me to be 

faithful...”?   
 
 
 
Lydia boldly identified herself with Christ by being baptized, and now she can’t help but to walk 
in the good works God had prepared for her. In fact, she was setting the tone for how the 
Christians in Philippi would later care for Paul and the other disciples.  
 
22. Read Philippians 4:14-15. What did Paul applaud the Philippians for doing after he departed 

from Macedonia? 
 
 
 
What you choose to do today can greatly impact what others will choose to do tomorrow. 
Though it seems like such an insignificant detail, offering to host Paul and the other disciples, it 
really set the example for how the Philippians would support Paul during this time. Sometimes it 
is the smallest gestures or seemingly insignificant acts of obedience that later produce the most 
prolific harvests.   
 
23. Personal: What small gesture or act of service can you obediently say yes to today? Taking it 

one step further, is there an area in your life that could benefit from a greater commitment?  
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Discovering Jesus in the Story 
  
1. According to the Bible verses we’ve studied this week, what promise or revelation points to 

the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection 
 
2. Write a short paragraph explaining how the life of the Lydia has impacted your life, 

challenged you or corrected you concerning your choices. 
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A Hero’s Vignette 
                         
 

Audrey Wetherell Johnson1 
 
 

Audrey Wetherell Johnson was born in Leicester, England in 1907, to parents who deeply loved 
the Lord. In Audrey’s own words, “We were a fun-loving family with a simple recognition of the 
Lord’s presence at all times.” Audrey’s mother was connected with some of the spiritual giants 
of their day (including F.B. Meyer), often having them over for dinner and partaking in godly 
conversation.  
 
Audrey’s father was called to the mission field in France, but at the time Audrey’s mother was 
too ill to travel with him. Therefore, Audrey’s father lived in France the bulk of the time, and 
Audrey’s mother lived in England. In Audrey’s late teens, she decided to live with her father and 
finish her schooling in France. It was there, deep in the study of philosophy and the sophisticated 
secular world around her, that she would denounce the Christian faith, leaving only an agnostic 
outlook and pity for her family who believed, what she perceived to be, biblical myths. A few 
years later she returned to England, not saying a word to her family about her newly formed 
beliefs.   
 
One evening, as Audrey was sitting at her window, feeling desperate and quite emotional, gazing 
up at the stars, she opened her window and said aloud “God, if there be a God, if you will give 
me some philosophy that makes reasonable sense to me, I will commit myself to follow it!” As 
she walked back and forth in her room, considering all the different philosophies she had studied, 
she kept being interrupted by the Bible verse, “Believest thou that I am the Son of God?” At this 
point, God met with her in a mysterious way, and suddenly her eyes were opened to the 
revelation of Himself. From that point forward, Audrey saturated herself in the study of 
Scripture, and this prayer became the cry of her life:  
 

“Lord, I am willing at any cost that Thy death be worked out in me, in order that Thy 
resurrection life may be manifested.” 

 
Audrey trained for many years to become a missionary, and finally set sail to China for ten years, 
three of those years being forced to live in a Japanese internment camp during World War II. She 
learned the Chinese language and shared the gospel with thousands of men, women, and 
children.  
 
At the age of forty, Audrey would come to the United States feeling as if her life’s work was 
over. Her heart ached to be back in China, as she headed into a new country full of unknowns. 
Audrey would settle into living in the city of San Bernardino, teaching periodically at 
conferences and prayer meetings. In 1952 five ladies approached Miss Wetherell, asking her to 
teach them from the book of Colossians. “My heart fell! What had I come to? There in San 
Bernardino was such an abundance of churches where people could hear God’s Word, while by 
                                                
1 A. Wetherell Johnson, Created for Commitment. Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, 1982. 
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contrast in China were millions who had not even heard His name. Am I to give more to those 
who already have so much?” The Lord convicted Miss Wetherell with the portion of Scripture 
from Zechariah 4:10, “For who has despised the days of small things?” Audrey agreed to teach 
these five ladies, under the condition “I will not spoon-feed you.” Her first class outgrew two 
homes and soon had to be moved to a church to accommodate all the new women who were 
attending. What started out as a small, intimate Bible study for a group of five women grew to 
what is now known as the Bible Study Fellowship. Today, Bible Study Fellowship is a global 
ministry of Bible classes that serve more than 200,000 members on six continents in 39 nations.2   
 
Audrey writes in regard to her deliverance:  
 

“…for it freed me unto Jesus Christ, and made me see my purpose in relation to Him for all of 
my life. You see, He had created me for commitment.” 

 
 
1. How does Audrey’s life encourage you, challenge you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Challenge Question: 
2. Are there any Bible verses that come to mind after reading about her life? 

                                                
2 https://www.bsfinternational.org/bsf-history 


