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Introduction 
 
Rahab the Harlot, as she is referred to in Scripture, was a Canaanite woman living in Jericho and 
a contemporary of Joshua. Jericho had been promised by God to the Israelites, and after 40 years 
of wandering in the desert, it was time for them to take the land. Rahab was a prostitute and 
would seem to be an unlikely candidate to aid God’s chosen people into the Promised Land. Yet 
God chose her. The culture she was surrounded by was full of idol worship and immoral people 
much like our own world today. Her bold faith in God and willingness to be used by God 
empowered her to take action. Rahab demonstrated that belief by putting her home, resources 
and personal safety at risk. Her testimony paints a beautiful picture of what one woman with 
faith standing alone in a pagan society can accomplish. 
 
The life of Rahab will show us that God’s grace has no limits. Rahab was a prostitute - yet God 
saw her as so much more. Her life is an illustration of God’s divine grace. God called her and 
saved her; even though she was what most people would have considered not worthy of 
salvation. She is living proof that His blood will make even the vilest vessel clean. She 
experienced the fullness of God’s grace and mercy. How encouraged are you to know that no 
matter who you are or what you have done, His desire is to know you and for you to know Him?  
 
Study and Personal Questions 
 
Carefully read Joshua 2:1-24 
1. When they arrived in Jericho, where did the spies lodge? 
 

 

 

2. When the king of Jericho was told the spies were at Rahab’s home, what was his response in 
verse 3? 

 

 

 

3. What action does Rahab take in verse 4a to protect the spies? 
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4. We see in verses 4 and 5 that Rahab was weaving together an elaborate lie for the king to 
throw him off the trail of the spies. The Bible merely reports Rahab’s lie; it does not praise or 
condone it. But, in an attempt to understand Rahab a little bit better, it’s important to 
remember that she was a pagan sinner in a city and culture which was fully given over to the 
worship of false gods and immorality. Rahab had no previous contact with the Word of God 
or the things of God. Reflecting on that, and who we are in Christ, how do we as believers 
justify our decision when we choose to lie? 

 
 

5. Where did Rahab hide the two spies in verse 6? 
 

 

6. The fact the Rahab had stalks of flax on the roof tells us that she was able to make linen. This 
was most likely another resource she used for income. What does that fact about her tell us 
about who she was? 

 
 
 
7. What does Rahab reveal about the attitude of the people in Jericho toward the Israelites in 

verses 8 and 9? 
 

 

8. What did the people of Jericho learn of the Israelite’s God that caused their hearts to melt 
(see verses 10 and 11)? 

 

 

9. We may not have personally witnessed God part the Red Sea, but we still experience a living 
and active God today. Recount a time when you have seen the hand of God so clearly in your 
life that it was undeniable.  

 

 
 

10. After hearing the testimony of the Israelites and the power of their God, what did it prompt 
Rahab’s heart to confess in verse 11b?  
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11. What do these Scriptures tell us we need to do to receive salvation? 
 

Romans 10:9, 10 
 

Matthew 10:32 
 

12. Because of Rahab’s confession, we see she will not only be saved physically from wrath but 
saved spiritually as well. Read Hebrews 11:31. What does it say the reason she will not 
perish? 

 
 

13. Rahab is mentioned in Hebrews 11 with the great patriarchs of our faith. A list that includes 
Moses, Jacob, Joseph, Abraham, and Sarah - the only other woman named besides herself. In 
this, our merciful God shows us that it is not who we were before Him that matters, it’s who 
we are in Him that counts. Are you allowing your past to hold you back from fully accepting 
God’s grace and moving forward in your faith? 

 
 

14. What is the first request Rahab makes in Joshua 2:13 after making her profession of faith? 
 

 

15. How do the spies respond in verse 14? 
 

 

16. How does Rahab help the spies escape in verse 15? 
 
 
 

17. In verse 16, where did Rahab tell the spies to go, and what did she tell them to do?  
 
 

 

18. Rahab took a great risk by helping the spies. We see she put her home, resources, and 
personal safety in jeopardy. Share what things you have put at risk because of your faith.  
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19. Our faith often requires action in the form of obedience.  In verses 17 and 18, what did Rahab 
need to do in order to ensure her family's safety? 

 
 

20. What does James 2:25 have to say about Rahab? 
 

 

21. James is not saying that Rahab was saved because of her works; what he is saying, however, 
is that genuine faith is authenticated by godly works. Read Ephesians 2:8-10 (preferably in 
the ESV version). What is the source of our faith, and for what purpose were we created? 

  
 

 

22. What good work is God calling you to walk in faithfully? Are you being obedient to His call? 
 
 

23. Much like the blood that was required over the doorpost as a sign that the firstborn male 
would be spared God’s consuming wrath (Exodus 12:13), the scarlet cord Rahab places out 
the window in verse 21 represents a similar picture. As a challenge question, what picture 
does the scarlet cord represent? 

 

 

24. What is the end result in Joshua 6:25 of Rahab’s faith? 
 

 

25. Because of Rahab’s bold faith and her call to action, what do we see as part of Rahab’s fruit 
in Matthew 1:4, 5? 

 

 

 

26. Just like Rahab, we are now grafted into the lineage of Christ. Rahab left a legacy of faith 
that was mentioned in the New Testament on three separate occasions. What will be said of 
your legacy? 
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Discovering Jesus in the story: 
 
The entire Old Testament points toward Jesus as Savior. If we miss that, we miss the entire point 
of the Scriptures. 
 
1. According to the Bible verses we’ve studied this week, what promise or revelation points to 

the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Reflection 
 
2. Write a short paragraph explaining how the life of Rahab has impacted your life, challenged 

you or corrected you concerning your choices. 
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A Hero’s Vignette 
 

                                    Corrie Ten Boom 
 
Corrie Ten Boom was born on April 15, 1892 in Haarlem, Netherlands. She was raised in a 
devoutly Christian home with her two sisters, Betsie and Nollie and one brother, Willem. Her 
father was a jeweler and watchmaker and Corrie followed in his footsteps in 1922 by becoming 
the first licensed woman as a watchmaker in Holland. Prior to WWII, while working in her 
father’s shop, she established a youth club for teenage girls, which not only focused on sharing 
the gospel but classes in the performing arts, sewing and handicrafts. 
 
In May 1940, the German Blitzkrieg ran through the Netherlands and other countries. Within 
months, the Nazification1 of the Dutch people sadly began. From that day on Corrie Ten Boom’s 
life and family would never be the same again. She and her family became active in the Dutch 
resistance, risking their lives harboring the Jews being hunted by the Gestapo. Inside her modest 
home above the family business they used a small hidden closet to house those on the run. Some 
would need refuge only for a few hours and some would stay several days until a “safe house” 
could be located.  
 
On February 28,1944, a Dutch informant reported to the authorities the Ten Boom’s activities 
and their home was raided. All in the home were arrested and sent to concentration camps. 
Corrie and her sister Betsie were placed in the notorious Ravensbruck near Berlin. She spent the 
next 10 months sharing the gospel with all inside the nightmarish walls. With a Bible she 
miraculously smuggled in the camp, she read the Word daily to all who would listen. Many gave 
their life to Christ because of her time spent there.  
 
When Corrie was released December 16, 1944 she set up a rehabilitation center for concentration 
camp survivors. In 1946 she began a worldwide ministry that took her to more than 60 countries 
spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. She is the author of several best selling books but one in 
particular The Hiding Place was also made into a movie that depicted her time at Ravensbruck 
and the mighty work God did through the life of this faithful servant. 
 
1. How does Corrie Ten Boom’s life encourage you, challenge you? 
 
 

 

Challenge Question: 
2. Are there any Bible verses that come to mind after reading about her life? 

																																																								
1	http://www.biography.com/people/corrie-ten-boom-21358155	


