
Hagar… 
“Have I truly seen the One who sees me?”  

Lesson 3 
Written by Brenda Leavenworth 

 
Introduction 
 
If Hagar had a Facebook profile it would read, “Egyptian by birth, handmaiden of Sarai, 
Abram’s concubine, and mother to Ishmael.” I can only imagine some of her posts: “feeling 
anxious—at wilderness; No water, no food…I hate my life; feeling confused, deserted, and 
fearful; Please pray, Ishmael not doing well.” Maybe even this one, “Need to do some spring 
cleaning, let the unfriending begin.” Hagar’s life was anything but easy. 
 
Has life treated you harshly? Often, we can identify with the women of the Bible because their 
lives are so real, so captivating, so applicable. Like Hagar, we find ourselves confused, 
deserted, and fearful, often wandering in the wilderness, wondering, “God, where are you? I 
don’t see you.” Can we trust Him? Will He really take care of us?  
 
The name Hagar literally means “flight” and, like her name conveys, emulating Hagar, we 
frequently yearn to be a fugitive from life. Fight or flight, when faced with confrontation, our 
propensity is to bolt; we spend our lives trying to escape all problematic circumstances that 
come onto our paths. Besides life’s trials and tribulations, even our own sins can and will eject 
us into dry and weary lands, wanderings, and wildernesses. How can we navigate life through 
such rugged terrain? 
 
Let’s study together and see what Hagar discovers about God as we enter her life for a brief 
moment.  
 
Study and Personal Questions 
 
Read Genesis 16:1-4 
 
In our opening pages the scene is set where Sarai, restrained by God from bearing children, 
tries to solve a spiritual promise by fleshly means. God had promised Abram that his heir 
would come from his own body and that he would have more descendants than the stars of the 
sky (See Genesis 15:4-5). 
 
1. According to Genesis 16:2, what solution did Sarai propose to obtain a child and what was 

Abram’s response?  
 
 
2. We’ve learned the name Hagar means “flight.” Using a Bible dictionary, note what the 

names “Sarai” and “Abram” mean. 
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Having a surrogate in that culture was a perfectly acceptable practice (although not acceptable 
to God) and this would’ve been a very realistic way for Sarai to “help” God out with His plan. 
This custom would’ve considered the child to belong to Sarai and Abram, not Hagar.  
 
3. Look up 1 Corinthians 6:12 and 1 Corinthians 10:23. How would these Scriptures apply to 

our text today? How might you apply them to your daily living? 
 
 
 
4. Just because something is acceptable, doesn’t make it right. Reflect on a similar situation in 

your life. (Write it here). 
 
 
 
One interesting fact: God said the promised seed would come through Abram (Genesis 15), but 
it wasn’t until Genesis 17 that God told Abram that Sarai (Sarah) would conceive and deliver 
the promised baby (Isaac - “laughter”) in her old age. This gives us some insight into why Sarai 
may have wanted to make alternate arrangements here in Chapter 16. I believe God wanted to 
wait until Abraham and Sarah’s flesh was “dead” for bearing children, so He would get the 
glory! A miracle. (See also Romans 4) 
 
“Beloved, God’s promises can never fail to be accomplished, and those who patiently wait can 

never be disappointed, for a believing faith leads to realization.” 
― Lettie B. Cowman, Streams in the Desert 

 
Now read Genesis 16:5-16 
 
Perhaps Hagar thought she was more of a woman now that she was pregnant, something Sarai 
couldn’t do. Perhaps she thought she should be Abram’s “princess,” after all, she was carrying 
the “heir.” This sudden despising from Hagar made Sarai very angry with Abram and for good 
reasons.  
 
In verse 5, Sarai states, “My wrong be upon you.” Here, she admits she played a part in this 
wrongdoing.	
 
5. Why do you think Sarai puts the lion’s share of wrongdoing upon Abram? (See also 1 

Corinthians 11:3) 
 
 
 
No matter whose fault it was, Hagar bolted. Sometimes we can flee from challenging situations 
but we need to remember we can never escape the Lord.  
 
6. Where did the Angel of the Lord find Hagar and where was she on her way to going? (see 

Genesis 16:7) 
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God provided a spring in the middle of a dehydrated life. We see the wilderness of Shur (the 
“wall”) in a few places in Scripture; One of those we find in Exodus 15:22, when Moses 
brought the Israelites from the Red Sea into the Wilderness of Shur and they found NO 
WATER for three days. Shur is located southwest of Palestine and on the eastern border of 
Egypt, near the Red Sea. It is a wilderness in between the Promised Land and Egypt. This is the 
land of the Ishmaelites. Hagar may have been heading home.  
 
7. Describe a time when you were tempted to go back to something familiar because it seemed 

easier than facing something new or foreign? (You may answer presently as well) 
 
 
 
 
 
8. What does the LORD ask Hagar to do (Verse 9)?  
 
 
 
 
9. Personal: Describe a difficult situation the LORD had you return to or explain a time when 

the LORD asked you to submit to a difficult person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Look up the following verses and note how each speaks to you personally.  
 

• Ephesians 6:5-8 
 

• 1 Timothy 6:1-2 
 
 
11. In verses 10-12 we see God make a promise to Hagar and He gives her a reason for this. 

What is it (Verse 11)? 
 
 
 
12. Using a Bible dictionary, look up what the name Ishmael means and write it below: 

 
 																																																																																																									
13. Psalm 34:17-20 gives us some encouragement for our times of trials and afflictions… 

a. What does it say? 
 

b. What does it mean? 
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c. What does it mean to me? 
 
 
Reread Genesis 16:13 
 
God’s love is so magnificent. He reveals Himself to us even when we are running away. Have 
you stopped to really contemplate that today? He sees you, He hears you. He knows your name 
and He loves you so much He promises to never leave you and never forsake you. 
(Deuteronomy 31:8, Joshua 1:5, Hebrews 13:5). 
 
14. Describe your first encounter with the LORD…when you recognized Him as God: 
 
 
 
 
Read Genesis 21:1-10 for context 
Now read: Genesis 21:11-21 
 
15. Why did Abram, although grieved, send Hagar away (verse 12)? What reason did God 

give? 
 
 
 
There can be no provision for our flesh. And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires (Galatians 5:24). 
 
16. Read Galatians 2:20 and note what it says about our flesh. Why is this important? 
 
 
 
17. In Genesis 21:16 we read Hagar went and sat down away from her boy. What reason did 

she give? 
 
 
18. What does God say to her in Genesis 21:17? 
 
 
19. What did God tell Hagar to do in Genesis 21:18? 
 
 
This time in the wilderness Hagar finds herself not running away in rebellion but now sitting in 
despair.  

Hagar didn’t want to go back, but she didn’t know how to move forward. 
 

When all humanly provisions were gone, Hagar lost hope and hid Ishmael under a bush, but 
really, Hagar was letting go of God. Remember what Ishmael’s name meant? 
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20. Describe a time in your life when you felt stuck or wandering. What did God use to get you 
to “open your eyes”? What happened? 

 
 
 
 
 
Many are the lessons of Hagar: she helps us witness the humanity of men and the goodness of 
God as He sees and hears our every cry, thereby turning our afflictions into affections for Him. 
But, if we look deeper still, we find something foundational to our faith. 
 
Read Galatians 4. Pay close attention to verses 21-31. Bible scholars agree these are the 
toughest verses in the book of Galatians. 
 

Two Sons/Two Covenants 
Hagar (Ishmael)      Sarai (Isaac) 
Bondwoman       Freewoman 
Born of the flesh      Born by Promise 
Mosaic Covenant (Mt. Sinai/the law)   Messianic Covenant (the Promise) 
Birth to slavery      Birth to freedom 
Present Jerusalem in bondage     Jerusalem above (Heavenly) 
Children of slavery      Children of the Promise 
Human effort       Brought by the Spirit 
Cast out       Citizens of Heaven (Heirs) 
Dead in their Trespasses     Alive in Christ (the Cross) 
        
We can never reach God by human efforts, it is only by His work on the cross and the grace He 
has bestowed upon us that we can have this Promise as our own. Jesus provides justification by 
Faith, which means, just as if I never sinned. Do you have this Promise? You can. Simply ask 
Him for it. 
 
21. Read the following Scriptures and note how each relate to our text today: 

• Romans 4:14 – 
 

• Romans 8:17 – 
 

• Galatians 3:29 – 
 

• Ephesians 3:6 – 
 

• Titus 3:7 – 
 
Through Jesus Christ, the law no longer enslaves us; rather we are captivated by His 
magnificent love! He bought us out of slavery, by His shed blood, and set us free…giving us a 
new name. He came as a suffering servant and He will come again as the conquering King of 
Kings and the LORD of LORDS! We are heirs to His throne. 
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Discovering Jesus in the Story 
 
The entire Old Testament points toward Jesus as Savior. If we miss that we miss the entire 
point of the Scriptures. 

 
1. According to the Bible verses we’ve studied this week, what promise or revelation points to 

the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection 
 
2. Write a short paragraph explaining how the life of Hagar has impacted your life, challenged 

you or corrected you concerning your choices. 
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A Hero’s Vignette 
 

Henrietta Mears1 
 
Henrietta Cornelia Mears (1889-1963) was a Christian educator, evangelist and author who had 
a significant impact on Christianity in the 20th century. Mears was born in Fargo, North Dakota 
to a Baptist Banker’s family.  
 
A talented Sunday School teacher who graduated from the University of Minnesota, Mears, 
was befriended by the fundamentalist powerbroker, William Bell Riley (First Baptist Church) 
who encouraged her to think about ways to apply educational standards to Sunday School 
programs. In 1928, she accepted a position of Christian education director at Presbyterian 
Church of Hollywood, California. The up-and-coming church housed 450 Sunday school 
attendees and within two-and-a-half years grew to over 4,000 under her leadership. Mears 
found current curriculum to be unattractive and deficient, so she wrote her own. Soon, others 
wanted her teaching materials and in 1933 Mears founded Gospel Light Publications.  
 
In 1939, Mears established Forest Home Conference Center for young people to learn the Bible 
in a beautiful setting. It was during this time that requests started pouring in from all around the 
world for the Gospel Light curriculum, prompting Mears to launch Gospel Literature 
International. 
 
Mears backed up her dreams with one of her favorite verses: “Every single place that the sole 
of your foot will tread upon, will be yours” (Joshua 1:3). To which she would add, “We need 
more Bibles today bound in shoe leather!” 
 
Mears became one of the most influential mentors of young evangelical leaders in the Nation. 
Among her pupils: Bill and Vonette Bright (Campus Crusade), Jim Rayburn (Young Life), 
Dawson Troutman (founder of the Navigators), and Billy Graham. Mears helped shape the 
Christian world as we know it through multiple editions of her longstanding best-seller, What 
The Bible Is All About. 
 
“When I consider my ministry,” Mears said, “I think of the world. Anything less than that 

would not be worthy of Christ, nor of His will for my life.” 
 
1. How does Henrietta's life encourage you, challenge you? 
 
 
 
 
Challenge Question: 
2. Are there any Bible verses that come to mind after reading about her life? 

																																																								
1	Teacher: The Henrietta Mears Story (Regal, 2006), and Earl O. Roe, Dream Big: The Henrietta Mears Story (Regal, 1991).  
http://www.wheaton.edu/ISAE/Hall-of-Biography/Henrietta-Mears	


